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report was subjected to the report review criteria established by the
National Research Council's Report Review Committee. The back-
ground papers have been reviewed for factual correctness.

Special acknowledgment must go to several individuals who con-
tributed to the committee's overall effort in special ways. First, Dick
Brown and Jim Tiedje joined me on the executive committee, which
had the all-important tasks of identifying and recruiting committee
members and which also oversaw the committee's management. Sec-
ond, Eugene Madsen, the committee's rapporteur, wrote the first draft
of the report during the workshop and prepared an excellent second
draft after the workshop. Eugene did these crucial and grueling
tasks with skill and good humor. Finally, Jackie MacDonald, staff
officer for the committee, made this unique effort possible. She effi-
ciently arranged all the logistics for the workshop and for publishing
the book. Even more importantly, she used her exceptional technical
and editorial skills to ensure that the report and the background
papers are logical, correct, understandable, and interesting to read.
The committee members owe Jackie a debt of gratitude for making us
sound more intelligent and better organized than we might actually
be.

Finally, I want to mention two possible spin-off benefits of the
study and report. First, most of the principles and guidelines de-
scribed here also apply to evaluating bioremediation that does not
occur in situ. Although the inherent difficulties of working in an in
situ environment make evaluation especially challenging, other
bioremediation applications also are subject to uncertainties and con-
troversy that can be resolved only with the kind of rational evalua-
tion strategies described here. Second, the format for the workshop
might provide a prototype for effective interdisciplinary communica-
tions, one of the most critical needs for implementing bioremediation,
as well as other technologies.
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